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Artificial Intelligence Task Force
Established Pursuant to Act 137 (H.378) of the 2017-2018 Legislative Session
Meeting No. 13
Thursday November 4, 2019 9:08 AM – 11:12 AM
Conference Call
Members present— Brian Cina; Brian Breslend; Jess Vintinner; Christopher Herrick; Donna Rizzo; Joe Segale; John Cohn; John Dooley; James Lyall; Mark Combs; and Eugene Santos, Jr.

Staff present—Ryan Flanagan

 (9:08-9:19 a.m.)	Report Content and Organization – Vintinner Draft
· At 9:08 a.m., Jessica Vintinner discussed her proposed outline which includes:
· 1) Introduction & Statement of Leg. Directive, 2) Executive Summary, 3) Definition of A.I., 4) Impact of A.I. On: Workforce/Wages, Businesses, and Education, 5) Findings (if any), 6) Recommendations based on findings (detail and include vote tally on recommendations), 7) Public Hearing Summary, and 8) Attached Minutes
· Vintinner said that the largest section is expected to be the findings section. The economic development section can be combined with education. The public hearing summary and attached minutes will be appendices.
· Vintinner agreed to write up the general section before the December meeting. She also suggested that someone help her with the writing as she just recently joined the task force.
· Brian Cina said he would be happy to edit anything that people write. Gene Santos also agreed to help with the executive summary. The task force will work to circulate a new draft for Thanksgiving.
 (9:19-9:29 a.m.)		Part (2) – Definition – New Cohn and Rizzo Draft
· At 9:19 a.m., John Cohn discussed his definition for artificial intelligence. Cohn voiced that he is open to a lengthier definition, but he opted for a simpler version.
· Joe Segale asked John Cohn if there was an action side to his definition. John agreed that the definition should incorporate this aspect and he added the word “application” to his definition.
· At 9:24 a.m., John Cohn put forth a motion to accept the current definition of artificial intelligence, which read, “The theory, development and application of computer systems able to simulate intelligent behavior (e.g., visual perception, speech recognition, decision-making).” Donna Rizzo seconded the motion. Presiding Chair John Dooley requested a roll call for the vote, all voted in favor and the motion passed. 10-0-0
· Aye: Brian Cina; Brian Breslend; Jess Vintinner; Christopher Herrick; Donna Rizzo; Joe Segale; John Cohn; James Lyall; Mark Combs; and Eugene Santos, Jr.
· Nay: None
· Abstain: None
(9:29-9:34 a.m.)		Part (1) – Still to do
· At 9:29 a.m., John Dooley told the group that he will work on part 1 of the report which asks for, “a summary of the development and current use of artificial intelligence in Vermont.” Dooley will work on this part of the report on his upcoming trip to Argentina.
· Dooley will draw on public hearings and witness presentations. After he is done, he will send it to John Cohn to attach to the GoogleDoc of the Final Report.
(9:34-10:09 a.m.)	Part (3) -- Dooley Proposal – Comments by Lyall, Santos, Cohn, and Vintinner
· At 9:34 a.m., John Dooley moved to the next agenda item which asked for, “a proposal for State regulation of artificial intelligence, if needed.” With the current definition, some did not like that it said the Task Force does not recommend regulation “at this time.”
· However, John Cohn liked this definition. He stated that it is both natural and neutral, allowing legislation to emerge as the technology evolves.
· John Dooley struggled with the proposal for no regulation at this time, as there is statutory regulation with autonomous vehicles.
· John Cohn told John Dooley that it is impossible to identify which line of Code is AI. Moreover, the operation of the car is being regulated not the car itself. Joe Segale added that regulation of autonomous vehicles does not go into the code.
· James Lyall told the group to not solely focus on autonomous vehicles. He provided an example with Vermont prohibiting facial recognition and certain applications of drones. 
· John Cohn noted that the group could state that it chose not to address regulation as its mandate.
· John Dooley brought to the group’s attention that he had adopted a format with each aspect of the report having a recommendation and rationale.
· Donna Rizzo told the task force that she believes there are applications of AI that require regulation; however, she does not believe that the adoption of this regulation should occur during this time.
· John Cohn and Jess Vintinner noted that they do not object to regulation. At this time, they cannot identify any need for regulation.
· John Cohn also noted that he is fine with modified language if it can be reconstructed. Brian Cina told the group what they currently have is a draft. Cina also stated that by using strong language with no regulation, it might look like the task force does not recommend regulation to the public.
· At 9:59 a.m., Jess Vintinner put forth a motion to accept the current recommendation for a proposal for State regulation of artificial intelligence. The recommendation read, “The artificial intelligence taskforce does not recommend adoption of a proposal for State regulation of artificial intelligence at this time.” Christopher Herrick seconded the motion. Presiding Chair John Dooley requested a roll call for the vote, most voted in favor and the motion passed. 6-3-0
· Aye: Brian Breslend; Jess Vintinner; Christopher Herrick; Donna Rizzo; Joe Segale; and John Cohn
· Nay: Brian Cina; James Lyall; and Eugene Santos, Jr.
· Abstain: None
· At 10:06 a.m., Brian Cina put forth a motion to continue the rest of section 3 as a draft (everything except the recommendation). John Cohn seconded the motion. Presiding Chair John Dooley requested a roll call for the vote, all voted in favor and the motion passed. 9-0-0
· Aye: Brian Cina; Brian Breslend; Jess Vintinner; Christopher Herrick; Donna Rizzo; Joe Segale; John Cohn; James Lyall; and Eugene Santos, Jr.
· Nay: None
· Abstain: None
· The task force agreed to have a clear written proposal for the next meeting. Donna Rizzo agreed to add any edits.
 (10:09-10:21 a.m.)	Part (4)(a) -- Cina Proposal on Ethics – Segale Redraft -- Comments by Breslend, Dooley, Santos and Cohn
· At 10:09 a.m., John Dooley moved to the next agenda item, which focused on “the responsible and ethical development of artificial intelligence in the State.”
· John Dooley told the group that he wants it to focus on development, leading to an ethical standard for use and manufacturing.
· There were several questions prompted towards Brian Cina’s proposed code of ethics. Brian Breslend asked, “The code is being maintained by the commission. What if the legislature wants to adopt the code but not the commission?”. Joe Segale asked, “Who adopts the ethics code?”. Last, Gene Santos asked, “How should the task force make this code of ethics more Vermont specific?”.
· Brian Cina told the task force that he is open to suggestion. He believes that minor edits will make the code richer.
· Brian Breslend asked Brian Cina, “As a representative, do you see an issue with the code of ethics?”.
· Brian Cina told him that enforcement is the biggest issue he sees. Cina believes that you cannot have a code of ethics without someone maintaining it.
· At 10:20 a.m., Brian Cina put forth a motion to accept the draft for the ethics of AI, also known as Part 4a of the Report, which will go to final vote in December. Joe Segale seconded the motion. Presiding Chair John Dooley requested a roll call for the vote, most voted in favor and the motion passed. 8-2-0
· Aye: Brian Cina; Brian Breslend; Donna Rizzo; Joe Segale; John Cohn; James Lyall; Mark Combs; and Eugene Santos, Jr.
· Nay: None
· Abstain: Jess Vintinner; Christopher Herrick
(10:21-10:24 a.m.)	Part 5 – Dooley proposal on permanent commission – comments by Breslend and Santos
· At 10:21 a.m., John Dooley moved to the next agenda item Part 5, or the proposal for permanent commission. Dooley noted that he had less specificity than his previous proposal. He also added what Brian Breslend wanted, adding a small section on accepting private funding going through a formal motion with Joint Fiscal. Dooley did not change annual reporting.
· At 10:23 a.m., Donna Rizzo put forth a motion to accept the draft for a permanent commission, also known as Part 5 of the Report, which will go to final vote in December. John Cohn seconded the motion. Presiding Chair John Dooley requested a roll call for the vote, most voted in favor and the motion passed. 8-1-1
· Aye: Brian Cina; Brian Breslend; Donna Rizzo; Joe Segale; John Cohn; James Lyall; Mark Combs; and Eugene Santos, Jr.
· Nay: Christopher Herrick
· Abstain: Jessica Vintinner
· 
(10:24-10:29 a.m.)	AI Education – New Draft of Proposal by Cohn – Comment by Breslend
· At 10:24 a.m., John Dooley moved to the next agenda item, which focused on AI education, an additional component of the report.
· John Cohn noted that the education draft has went through two major changes. Originally a long and detailed description, it was changed into a summary and then it was put into recommendation language.
· John Dooley noted that it is not only proposed changes to STEM education, but entire Vermont curriculums.
· John Cohn told the task force that the education programs would all be K-12 but radiated through a college like the University of Vermont. Donna Rizzo said that it could also be extended beyond this age group as well.
· At 10:28 a.m., Donna Rizzo put forth a motion to accept the draft for AI Education, an additional component of the report, which will go to final vote in December. John Cohn seconded the motion. Presiding Chair John Dooley requested a roll call for the vote, all voted in favor and the motion passed. 10-0-0
· Aye: Brian Cina; Brian Breslend; Jess Vintinner; Christopher Herrick; Donna Rizzo; Joe Segale; John Cohn; James Lyall; Mark Combs; and Eugene Santos, Jr.
· Nay: None
· Abstain: None
(10:29-10:46 a.m.)	Economic Development Opportunities of AI – Vintinner to Present a Draft.
· At 10:29 a.m., John Dooley moved to the next agenda item, which focused on economic development opportunities of AI, an additional component of the report.
· John Dooley asked the task force where the action is with this part of the report. He asked, “Is there specific support? Is there direct support for this development?”.
· Jessica Vintinner suggested possibly combining workforce development with economic opportunities in the report. However, Donna Rizzo said that workforce development might also make sense to have with the section on AI education.
· John Cohn asked, “Would there be incentives for businesses?”. If so, it might make sense to have it in both sections, as both are related to opportunity.
· Brian Cina asked if the task force should ask another committee or commission to investigate this field. It does not have to be delegated to the task force. John Dooley told him that the task force should still choose to look at this section.
· Joe Segale suggested that if there is a specific recommendation that it can go under risks and benefits associated with AI.
· In the end, it was decided that Jess Vintinner, John Cohn, Donna Rizzo, and Ryan Flanagan will work out the workforce development piece. They will also incorporate business incentives in this section.
· At 10:43 a.m., Jessica Vintinner left the conference call.
(10:46-10:53 a.m.)	Part (4)(b) – Lyall Proposal on potential risks; Proposal on potential benefits still to do by Cohn and Rizzo
· At 10:46 a.m., John Dooley moved to the next agenda item, which focused on “an identification of the potential risks and benefits of such development [of AI].”
· James Lyall did a draft on the potential risks associated with AI development. Donna Rizzo and John Cohn made a draft on the potential benefits.
· Donna Rizzo noted that she feels more than comfortable if it is instead one document. Lyall also said that he is open to adding or subtracting parts of this section.
· James Lyall, Donna Rizzo, and John Cohn will continue work on this section. A final draft will be prepared before Thanksgiving.
 (10:53-11:05 a.m.)	Work Effects of AI – Is the Washington new study Commission of Interest?
· A subcommittee on labor was never organized. However, Jill Charbonneau, former President of the Vermont State Labor Council AFL-CIO, previously voiced that she wanted a mandatory negotiation between workers and employers if job loss starts to occur.
· Currently, there is an AI Task Force specific to labor effects in Washington D.C.. John Dooley asked if the task force should also investigate this field.
· There was a lack of interest from the group. The task force decided it would not do anything more than it currently has researched.
· Brian Cina voiced that the task force does not have time to dig deeper on this subject. The ACLU-CIO might come forth with information on this topic.
· John Cohn noted that he wanted to know more about what other states are doing regarding AI legislation. This was suggested to become an appendix within the report.
· Brian Cina also announced that the task force’s request from the Vermont Legislative Research Council to give additional information on AI was denied. Cina suggested having an intern perform some of this work due to this circumstance. John Dooley said he can do some brief research.
· At 11:04 a.m., Christopher Herrick left the conference call.
(11:05-11:12 a.m.)	Schedule Next Meeting(s)
· The next meeting will be scheduled for the first week of December.
· In terms of work due before the next meeting, there are many tasks to be performed. First, Jessica Vintinner will have a full draft before next meeting. For this to happen, everything must be in the GoogleDoc for the final report by the week of November 18th. Brian Cina will keep the group updated on his request for research. Everyone else will work on their assigned sections of the final report.
· At 11:12 a.m., Donna Rizzo put forth a motion to adjourn the meeting. John Cohn seconded the motion. Presiding Chair John Dooley requested a roll call for the vote, most voted in favor and the motion passed. 8-0-0
· Aye: Brian Cina; Brian Breslend; Donna Rizzo; Joe Segale; John Cohn; James Lyall; Mark Combs; and Eugene Santos, Jr.
· Nay: None
· Abstain: None
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