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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
 
FROM:  Devin Colman, State Architectural Historian 
 
RE: Windmill Motor Court/Dutch Mill Restaurant, 4309 Shelburne Road, Shelburne, Chittenden 

County 
  Re-evaluation of State Register Eligibility  
 
DATE:  October 18, 2022 
 
The Vermont Division for Historic Preservation has been asked to evaluate whether the property 
referenced above continues to meet the criteria for listing in the State Register of Historic Places. This 
request was made by David Shenk on behalf of the CSJ Corporation.  
 
Established in 1928 as the “Dutch Windmill Cottages” by Clyde Irwin, the original development consisted of 
25 individual cottages arranged around a crescent drive, with the office in the middle directly fronting 
Shelburne Road. The office building is a very early example of roadside mimetic architecture, meant to 
catch the eye of road-weary travelers with its distinctive windmill design. The “Windmill Court” was 
documented in the Historic Sites and Structures Survey in 1976 and listed in the State Register of Historic 
Places in 1980. Since the time of listing, however, significant changes have been made to the resources on 
the property. A new Vermont Architectural Resource Inventory form was prepared by Catherine Quinn, 
UVM Consulting Archaeology Program, and dated May 19, 2022. It documents the current condition and 
integrity of the property.  
 
Since 1980, all but one of the original cabins on the crescent drive have been removed and 
replaced with two contemporary in-line motel buildings; a third motel building has been 
demolished. Cabins at the rear of the parcel have been reconfigured and joined together to create 
larger buildings, and the swimming pool has been infilled.  
 
Based on the above, the Division concurs with Ms. Quinn’s recommendation that the Windmill 
Court, as documented in 1976 and listed in 1980, is no longer eligible for listing in the State Register 
of Historic Places. Due to numerous changes to the property, it no longer retains sufficient integrity 
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association to support its 



 

    

significance under Criterion A: Transportation or Criterion C: Architecture. We are requesting that 
the Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation remove the Windmill Court complex from 
the State Register of Historic Places. 
 
We also concur with Ms. Quinn’s recommendation that the windmill office building, now known as 
the Dutch Mill Family Restaurant, retains sufficient integrity to support individual eligibility under 
Criterion A: Transportation and Criterion C: Architecture as a rare and significant example of 
mimetic roadside architecture. We are requesting that the Vermont Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation list the Dutch Mill Family Restaurant in the State Register of Historic Places. 
 
 

 

 


