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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
 
FROM:  Devin Colman, State Architectural Historian 
 
RE: Vernon Green Nursing Home, 61 Greenway Drive, Vernon, Windham County 

Administration Building, 61 Greenway Drive, Vernon, Windham County 
  Determination of State Register Eligibility  
 
DATE:  October 18, 2022 
 
The Vermont Division for Historic Preservation has been asked to evaluate whether the properties 
referenced above meet the criteria for listing in the State Register of Historic Places. This request was made 
by M. Bradford Ellis, Executive Director, Vernon Homes.  
 
The Vernon Green Nursing Home organized in 1920 as a retirement home for Advent Christian ministers. Its 
presence on this site was established in 1955, in what is known today as the Administration Building. In 
1967, a new nursing home facility was built immediately east of the Administration Building. Additional 
facilities were built on the property c. 1975 and 1977. The property continues to be used as a nursing home 
today and has not been previously evaluated or documented in our records. A description of the history, 
construction, and significance of the Administration Building and the Vernon Green Nursing Home is 
presented in the Vermont Architectural Resource Inventory forms prepared by Lyssa Papazian and dated 
January 14, 2021. 

 
Administration Building: Built in 1937 and designed by architect Bernhard Dirks for the Towner 
family, this is one of the earliest known examples of modernist architecture identified to date in 
Vermont. It is distinctive for its concrete block construction and use of precast concrete floor joists. 
Its integrity, however, is significantly compromised by the presence of hipped roofs built on top of 
the original flat roofs, comprehensive window replacement throughout the building, and the 
installation of vinyl siding over the concrete block walls. In 1955, alterations were made to the 
interior to accommodate its use as a nursing home. 
   
Based on the above, the Division concurs with Ms. Papazian’s recommendation that the 
Administration Building is not eligible for listing in the State Register of Historic Places. It does not 



 

    

retain sufficient integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship, or association to support its 
significance under Criterion A: Health/Medicine or Criterion C: Architecture. We are requesting that 
the Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation determine the Administration Building not 
eligible for the State Register of Historic Places. 
 
Vernon Green Nursing Home: Built in 1966, with additions in 1972 and 1985, the Vernon Green Nursing 
Home was designed by Soule Associates architects. The building is notable as one of the first purpose-built 
nursing home facilities in the state, built in a modern design that supported its modern approach to elder 
care. The central entry features a prow gable that projects out dramatically, flanked by one-story wings on 
each side. Each wing contains a double-loaded corridor that accesses individual bedrooms, and each 
bedroom has its own access to the outside as well.  

Based on the above, the Division concurs with Ms. Papazian’s recommendation that the Vernon 
Green Nursing Home is eligible for listing in the State Register of Historic Places. It retains sufficient 
integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, and association to support its significance under 
Criterion A: Health/Medicine and Criterion C: Architecture. We are requesting that the Vermont 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation determine the Vernon Green Nursing Home eligible for 
the State Register of Historic Places. 
 

 

 


