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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
 
FROM:  Devin Colman, State Architectural Historian 
 
RE:  Willard House, 284 Grove Street, Burlington, VT 
  Request for a State Register Determination of Eligibility 
 
DATE:  1/17/2023 
 
The Vermont Division for Historic Preservation (VDHP) has been asked to evaluate whether the property 
referenced above meets the criteria for listing in the State Register of Historic Places. This request was 
made by Nick Smith, PE, on behalf of Ireland Grove Street Properties, the owner of the property. 
 
The Willard House is believed to have been built c. 1840 for Simon Willard, a wheelwright, sleigh, and 
wagon maker. It remained in the Willard family until 1943, after which there was a succession of owners. A 
detailed description of the history and construction of the Willard House is presented in the Vermont 
Architectural Resource Inventory (VARI) form dated 12/10/2022 and prepared by historic preservation 
consultant Scott Newman/106 Associates. On behalf of the City of Burlington, Mary O’Neil submitted a 
comment letter dated January 9, 2023. Mr. Newman submitted additional information about the property 
on January 9, 2023. Comments were also submitted by Julia Curry. 

 
Analysis under the Criteria for Evaluation is as follows: 
 
Criterion A: Event The property is not known to be associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. Historic maps from 1857, 1869, and 
1890 show the property includes a house and outbuilding on the east side of the road, with no 
other development in the immediate vicinity. There is no indication that the siting, occupancy, or 
use of the house was related to an agricultural enterprise, supported local industry, or spurred later 
development in the area. 
 
Criterion B: Person Three generations of the Willard family owned the property from c. 1840 to 
1943: Simon Willard, Sr., Simon Willard, Jr., and Leonard Willard. They are not known to have made 
significant contributions to our past. Likewise, no significant achievements have been identified in
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relation to later owners, Mr. and Mrs. Romeo Desautels, Richard Schuler, Diane Gallup, and Scott 
Mansfield. 
 
Criterion C: Design/Construction Within the context of mid-19th century architecture in Burlington, 
a c. 1840 brick and frame house may be considered significant for its architecture. The Willard 
House is a modest example of the Greek Revival style in design and form, with a stone foundation 
and splayed brick window lintels. It has a large addition on the northeast elevation and extensive 
exterior and interior alterations. 
 
Criterion D: Information Potential This criterion will be evaluated separately by VDHP 
archaeological staff.  
 
Integrity: Of the seven aspects of integrity, only Location remains intact. An integrity analysis is 
contained in the VARI form, and VDHP concurs with Mr. Newman’s conclusions. 
 
Based on the information provided for review, VDHP has made a preliminary determination that 
the Willard House does not retain sufficient integrity to support “Architecture” as an area of 
significance under Criterion C. It does not possess the significance or integrity necessary for listing 
under Criteria A and B. Therefore, it is the recommendation of VDHP that the Willard House is not 
eligible for listing in the State Register of Historic Places.  
 
We are requesting that the Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation make a formal 
determination of eligibility for the State Register of Historic Places. 

  


