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State of Vermont 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
1 National Life Drive, Floor 6 
Montpelier, VT  05620-0501 

 FINAL MINUTES 
Approved December 19, 2019 

 
Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

November 21, 2019 - 10:35 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Montpelier Conference Room, Davis Building, Basement Level 

Montpelier, Vermont 
 

 
Council Participants:  Edward Clark, Citizen Member/Chair 
   Joseph Luneau, Citizen Member 

David Donath, Historian 
   David Skinas, Archaeologist 
 
Council Absent: Paul Wyncoop, Citizen Member/Vice Chair 
   Britta Tonn, Architectural Historian 
   Blaine Cliver, Historical Architect 
 
 
Staff Participants:  Laura Trieschmann, SHPO 
   Devin Colman, State Architectural Historian  
   Scott Dillon, Senior Historic Preservation Review Coordinator 
 
Guests:   Kyle Obenauer, VTrans 
   Brennan Gauthier, VTrans 
   Jen Russell, VTrans 
   Chris Slesar, VTrans 
   Judith Ehrlich, VTrans 
   Gerry Myers, 211-215-217 Main Street, Winooski 
   Scott Newman, 211-215-217 Main Street, Winooski 
 
 
Mr. Clark opened the meeting at 10:44 am 
The meeting was not recorded. 

 
 

I Welcome 
 

 

II Changes to the Agenda 
No Changes to the Agenda 
 

 

III Public Comment 
No Public Comment 
 

 

    IV Review/Approve October 24, 2019 Meeting Minutes  
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One edit: title suggestion by ACHP change from the “Stone Highway Culvert 
Multiple Property Documentation Form” (MPDF) to “Stone Transportation 
Culvert MPDF.”  
 
Mr. Luneau made a motion to accept the minutes as edited; Mr. Skinas 
seconded. Motion passed 4-0. 
 

V DHCD General Counsel 
• Code of Ethics / Conflict of Interest 
Ms. Dale Azaria, general counsel for SHPO, reviewed the code of ethics and 
conflict of interest obligations with the ACHP members. All members have up-to-
date documentation. 
 
• Determination of Eligibility and Listing/Delisting Procedural Updates 
Ms. Azaria summarized the request to update notification rules for interested parties 
and scheduling for Determinations of Eligibility, Listing, Delisting. This sets time 
period for review and notification and identifies interested parties to notify.  
 
Mr. Donath made motion to approve the notification rules; Mr. Skinas seconded.  
Motion passed 4.0. 
 

 

VI 
 

Interstate Highways/FHWA and Rail/FRA Projects 
 

Ms. Judith Ehrlich of VTrans presented the request to have the Program Comments 
for Interstate Highway/FHWA and Rail Right-of-way/FRA projects serve as the 
cover documents for 22 VSA chapter 14.  
 
Mr. Skinas inquired about the number of projects reviewed annually for interstate 
highway and rail right-of-way. Ms. Ehrlich replied it was several hundred. Mr. 
Clark asked if other states are also adopting this and Ms. Ehrlich indicated she did 
not know.  
 
Mr. Skinas requested clarification of the process for review of those identified 
exceptions to the exemptions. Ms. Russell of VTrans explained all element of a 
project are reviewed to ensure undisturbed areas that are exceptions to the 
exemptions are evaluated. Mr. Skinas inquired about the internal review materials 
utilized by VTrans, which staff explained included the VDHP Online Resource 
Center, historic maps, and site visits to determine sensitivity of areas; VTrans does 
not have separate documentation from VDHP used for researching. 
 
Mr. Skinas inquired about the discovery of human remains and conveyance to 
another state. Staff was unfamiliar with this and would follow up; Mr. Dillon of 
SHPO indicated he would inquire about this with the State Archaeologist and 
Abenaki. 
 
Mr. Clark stated an agreement document related to this among Vermont ACHP, 
VTrans, and SHPO should be prepared by VTrans. Mr. Skinas stressed that the 
Section 106 review process should be cleaned up before another agreement is made 
but noted an agreement can be made in draft following the Program Comments.  
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Mr. Donath made a motion to accept the proposed request by VTrans in concept and 
asked for a draft agreement document to review; Mr. Clark seconded. 
Motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mr. Skinas stated for the record the Vermont ACHP request for a presentation about 
the Weybridge-New Haven project was to review process rather than the archival 
data of UMASS. VTrans stated the data is expected in January and will present at 
the January meeting.  
 
 

VII National Register of Historic Places - Nomination 
• Lyme-East Thetford Bridge 

Mr. Colman presented the nomination for the Parker through-truss bridge. In 2014 
Lyme Historians, Inc. hired Jay Barrett to research and prepare the nomination. New 
Hampshire and Vermont Agencies of Transportation are planning to rehabilitate the 
bridge. Ms. Ehrlich pointed out the planned project with be an Adverse Effect 
because the unique metal curbs shall be removed and replaced with tinted concrete. 
Planned mitigation includes Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) 
documentation and the National Register nomination. New Hampshire Division of 
Historic Resources (SHPO) is leading this nomination process, which they approved 
in July 2019.  
 
Notification by Vermont SHPO was sent to owner (VTrans), Regional Planning 
Commission, and select board chair. All agreed to a shorter review timeline than the 
required 30 days. 
 
The nomination outlined the period of significance of 1937, under Criteria A and C, 
with the Areas of Significance of Engineering and Transportation. 
 
Mr. Luneau made a motion that the Lyme-East Thetford Bridge meets the National 
Register Criteria for Evaluation and recommended that the SHPO approve the 
nomination; Mr. Skinas seconded. 
Motion passed 4-0. 
 

 

VIII State Register of Historic Places – Determinations of Eligibility 
• 211 North Main Street 
• 215 North Main Street 
• 217 North Main Street 

 
Mr. Colman presented the three requests for determination of eligibility, outlining 
the location, project background for purposes of Act 250, and history/significance of 
the properties. Elizabeth Peebles and Devin Colman of SHPO have done site visits. 
 
The property at 217 Main Street was determined by VDHP staff not to be eligible 
individually or as part of a larger context because of a loss of integrity, and therefore 
did not request Determination of Eligibility documentation. Documentation packets 
were prepared for 211 and 215 Main Street at the request of VDHP. Notification of 
the determinations was sent to the owner, mayor of Winooski, Regional Planning 
Commission, and Winooski Historical Society.  
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217 Main Street: mid-19th century duplex with substantial alterations and therefore 
lacks integrity of design, workmanship, materials, and feeling. 
 
215 Main Street: c. 1930 (based on Sanborn maps) with replacement exterior 
materials and façade alterations. Winooski Historical Society provided a statement 
that the building was moved to this location, suggesting it is older than c. 1930. 
There was no supporting documentation. Mr. Scott Newman, the preservation 
consultant, noted the story of the building’s relocation indicates it was moved in the 
1950s, but this building is noted on earlier Sanborn maps already in this location.  
 
211 Main Street: c. 1850 (map research) with ell was added by 1904 and front porch 
constructed c. 1920. 
 
Mr. Donath asked dates of neighboring buildings at 207 and 209 Main Street. Mr. 
Newman said 207-209-211 Main Street are noted on early historic maps, suggesting 
c. 1850 construction dates for all three buildings.  
 
Gerry Myers, the property owner, explained the project scope needed to include all 
three lots. He described the current deteriorated condition of the building at 211 
Main Street.  
 
Mr. Colman recommended that 215-217 Main Street are not eligible due to a lack of 
integrity and stated that 211 Main Street retains sufficient integrity to be 
contributing resource to a historic context reflecting community development. He 
explained there is no current historic district and boundaries have not been defined; 
there is preliminary windshield survey documentation provided by preservation 
consultants to support a context of mid-19th and early 20th development.  
 
Mr. Luneau made a motion that 217 Main Street lacks historic integrity and is not 
eligible for listing in the State Register of Historic Places; Mr. Clark seconded. 
Motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mr. Luneau made a motion that 215 Main Street lacks historic integrity and is not 
eligible for listing in the State Register of Historic Places; Mr. Clark seconded. 
Motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mr. Clark made a motion that 211 Main Street retains sufficient integrity to support 
the historic context of mid-19th century residential development related to the 
success of the Winooski mills and early community development patterns; Mr. 
Skinas seconded. 
Motion passed 3-1. 
 
 

IX Roadside Historic Markers: 
• Theodore Roosevelt Visit to Barre, Barre 

Ms. Trieschmann presented the marker application. ACHP members voiced concern 
that there was no distinct aspect to the candidate’s visit to Barre as he visited other 
communities in the state during the same campaign visit. Mr. Skinas asked if the 
city could fund a portion of the marker. Ms. Trieschmann shall inquire of the city.  
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Changes to text include addition of “1912” and removal of “progressivism. “ 
 
Mr. Luneau made a motion to accept the Theodore Roosevelt Visit to Barre 
Roadside Historic Site Marker as edited; Mr. Clark seconded. 
Motion failed 2-2 
 
 

X 
 

SHPO Report 
Ms. Trieschmann updated the ACHP on the following items: 

• Official title change for Scott Dillon to Senior Historic Preservation Review 
Coordinator  

• FEMA after-the-fact review request for four culvert projects in Addison 
County that involved changes in scope not reviewed by FEMA, SHPO, or 
the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer of the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of 
the Mohican Tribe. 

• Request for meeting by Tribal Historic Preservation Officer of the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Band of the Mohican Tribe regarding the lack of 
ongoing consultation by Federal Highway Administration and VTrans for 
the Weybridge-New Haven projects. 

• Federal closeout for fiscal year 2019 (October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019) 
is now being prepared. 

 

XI New Business 
• Meeting Schedule 

o December 19, 2019 (Historic Preservation Grants, full day meeting 
with lunch tickets provided) 

o January 23, 2020 (National Register review) 
o February 20, 2020 (Barn Preservation Grants, full day meeting 

with lunch tickets provided) 
• Announcements 

No announcements 

 

XII Adjourn 
Mr. Luneau made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Donath seconded. 
Motion passed 4-0.  
Meeting adjourned at 1:19 p.m. 
 

 

 


