Vermont’s Analysis of Impediments (AI) to Fair Housing Choice Meeting
3:30-5:30PM

Pavilion Auditorium – 109 State Street Montpelier

Attendees – Marjorie Williams, Mike Kearney, Kim Brittenham, Nolan Riegler, Chris Campany, Kevin Geiger, Erhard Mahnke, Dani Fuoco, Kevin Stapleton, Loralee Morrow, Debbie Ingram, Willa Davidson, Jennifer Hollar, Julie Kelliher, Carl Bohlen, and Cindy Blondin.

Jennifer Hollar opened the meeting at 3:37PM.  She introduced the Marjorie Williams and Mike Kearney of Mullin and Lonergan, consultants who worked on Vermont’s AI to Fair Housing Choice draft plan for HUD.  
Marjorie provided an overview of the following for the AI to Fair Housing Choice through a powerpoint presentation:
· Process

· AI tasks (a lot of outreach)
· Reviewed Public Polices

· Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing 
· AI Outcomes

· Goal – “Balancing revitalization with de-concentration and desegregation”

· Vermont’s Demographic Findings from 1990-2010

· Race Dissimilarity Indices

· Vermont’s Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

· Fair Housing Action Plan

· Commenting on the “draft” plan

She noted that HUD looks to see that there is continuity to the state’s 5-year Consolidated Plan, Analysis of Impediments and CAPER reports.
Chris Campany asked if the data took into account full time residents and part time residents.  Marjorie said just full time residents.
Marjorie said HUD is trying to link Section 3 to the AI to measure an increase in supply of affordable accessible units.  She said during the AI review they could not find a complete listing for all accessible units in Vermont and suggested implementing a statewide database of accessible units.  She suggested VT conduct a RFQ for qualified ADA consultants to provide technical assistance to CDBG and HOME projects addressing ADA compliance.  
Erhard suggested the consultants review the VHFA directory of affordable housing which includes accessible units to see how it could be expanded or make some recommendations for improvements.  Marjorie suggested they expand/improve on that database to include private landlords. 
She also suggested Vermont implement the newly drafted Neighborhood Standard Policy for HOME and use the new checklist created by Willa Davidson.

Kevin Geiger suggested they waive density requirements.
Marjorie noted a Best Practice of Vermont “continue sending listing of projects to the Human Rights Commission”.  She said Vermont is doing a fair amount on fair housing but has been under reporting the states fair housing efforts and accomplishments, and recommended DEHCD include more in its reports to HUD. She also noted VHFA voted this morning to require fair housing training for tax credit recipients.
Erhard said there is a request into the legislature to add affordable housing to the list of protected classes to reduce NIMBYism and protect local review boards from being swayed by NIMBY’s.   He stated the bill H.59 would add affordable housing to the fair housing acts list of protected classes.
Chris Campany mentioned the need for housing for employees of seasonal industries (ski resorts).
Marjorie recommended there be more involvement/representation of minority and persons with disabilities on the states various housing boards and commissions.  She noted that Vermont is already looking at an online option to provide required Fair Housing Trainings for municipal officials.  She said public transit needs work to include transportation for low income individuals that work alternative shift schedules. 
Julie noted the public comment period is available through March 12, 2012 and any comments can be sent to her by email at Julie.Keliher@state.vt.us .  She also noted the complete draft plan is available online on the Departments website www.dhca.state.vt.us/vcdp .  

Erhard suggested the slides be made available on the Departments website.

Debbie Ingram questioned the federal definition of protected classes.

Julie noted in Vermont all complaints of fair housing with federal and state regulations are routed through the Human Rights Commission.

The meeting adjourned at 4:45PM.
