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WHAT: Create a process for one stop, municipal permitting of new connections to municipal water and 
wastewater systems and statewide maps of municipal water and sewer systems.

WHY: Currently a state issued wastewater system and potable water supply permit is necessary for any new 
building that connects to a municipal sewer or water line – in addition to obtaining a local approval, unless 
the municipality has undertaken a process to issue state permits through partial delegation. To date, only 
two municipalities have chosen delegation. The proposed change in statute allows municipalities to approve 
a sanitary sewer service line and a water service line from a building to the collection line or water main 
to reduce cost, time, and complexity in the permitting process. The proposed change would also result in 
statewide maps of water and sewer service area lines, facilities, and service areas.  

WHO: This will benefit landowners engaged in development within municipalities that choose to meet 
minimum standards for the safe regulation of sewer and water connections by eliminating the need for both 
local and state applications, reducing any additional time and cost caused by interaction with two separate 
review authorities, and mapping water and sewer lines, facilities, and service areas.  

HOW: This section proposes a change to statute, establishing a relatively simple process for the Secretary 
of the Agency of Natural Resources to grant municipalities, through registration rather than delegation, the 
authority to review and approve sanitary sewer service lines and water service lines. The legislation also 
requires that municipalities map water and sewer lines and service areas if/when they update their 8-year 
plans.

FUNDING: No new funding will be requested.


