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Act 250

* VDHP looks at all Act 250 projects through weekly agenda provided
by ANR/NRB.

* At least half of projects that ultimately need archaeological work are
taken off agenda.

* VDHP establishes archaeological sensitivity.

* Attends hearing to provide testimony or requests that District
Commission keep undertaking open through Entry of Appearance.
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State of Vermont [phone] 802-828-3540 Agency of Commerce and
Division for Historic Preservation Community Development
Deane C. Davis Building, 6% Floor

One National Life Drive, Montpelier, VT o5620-0501

www.aced.vermont.gov/strong communities/preservation/

RE: SBRC Properties, LLC Proposed Self-Storage Facility Construction,
Winter Sport Lane, Williston, Vermont

DISTRICT #4 ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Application 74C0264-11

Entry of Appearance

Please enter the appearance of the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation (VDHP), State of
Vermont, by and through its staff, R. Scott Dillon, in the above captioned matter.

Comments of the Division for Historic Preservation

Criterion 8-Historic Sites

Despite the statement to the contrary included in Schedule B of this application under Criterion 8 j.,
the project area is highly likely to contain significant Precontact Native American archaeological
sites. Application the VDHP’s Environmental Predictive Model for Locating Precontact Archaeological
Sites indicates that the project area scores at least 104 points (see attached), well above the threshold
of archaeological sensitivity of 32 points. This high score is based on the fact that the project area
consists of glacdial terrace assodiated with the Champlain Sea situated between the Muddy Brook
and Allen Brook drainages. A currently intermittent tributary of Muddy Brook is present along the
southeast border of the project area and has several erosional draws that provide access to the
wider terrace. In addition, both the Muddy Brook and Allen Brook corridors have a high recorded
site density both upstream and downstream of the project area. The general archaeological
sensitivity of the project area was confirmed during a site visit to the project area on March 21, 2016,
with Abby Dery, P.E. from Trudell Consulting Engineers (TCE).
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VERMONT DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Environmental Predictive Model for Locating Precontact Archeological Sites

17) Marine/Lake Delta Complex** 12
18) Champlain Sea or Glacial Lake Shore Lineg** 32
E. OTHIER ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS:
19) Caves /Rockshelters 32
20)[ ] Natural Travel Cortidor

[ 1Sole or important access to another

drainage

[ 1Drainage divide 12

21) Existing or Relict Spring 0-90m 8
90 180m 4

22) Potential or Apparent Prehistoric Quarry for

stone procurcment 0 180m 32
23) ) Special Environmental or Natural Area, such

as Milton acquifer, mountain top, cte. (these

may be historic or prehistoric sacred or

traditional site Tocations and prehistoric sile 32

tvpes as well)
F. OTHER HIGH SENSITIVITY FACTORS:
24) ITigh Likelihood of Burialg 32
25) High Recorded Site Density 32
26) High likelihood of containing significant site 32
bascd on recorded or archival dala or oral tradilion
G. NEGATIVE FACTORS:
27) Excessive Slope (15%) or
Steep Erosional Slope (=20) -32
28) Previously disturbed land as evaluated by a -32

qualified archeological professional or engineer
bascd on coring, carlicr as-built plans, or
obvious surface evidence (such as a gravel pit)

=+ refer to 1970 Surficial Geological Map of Vermont

‘T'otal Score:

Project Name County. Town
DHP No. Map No. Staff Init. Date
Additional Information
Environmental Variable Proximity Yalue Assigned Score
A. RIVERS and STREAMS (EXISTING or
RELICT):
1) Distance to River or 0-90m 12 "
Permanent Stream (measured from top of hank) 90- 180 m o
2) Distance to Intermittent Strcam 0-90m 8
90-180m 4
3) Confluence of River/River or River:Stream 0-90m 12
90 -180m 6
4)  Confluence of Intermittent Streams 0-90m 8
90 - 180 m 4
5) Falls or Rapids 0-90m 8 -
90 - 180 m 4
6) Head of Draw 0-90m 8
90— 180 m 4
7) Major Floodplain/Alluvial Terrace 32
8) Knoll or gwamp island 32
9) Stable Riverine Island 32
B. LAKES and PONDS (EXISTING or
RELICT):
10) Distance lo Pond or Iake 0-90m 12
90 -180 m 6
11) Confluence of River or Stream 0-90 m 12
90 180 m 6
12) Lake Cove'P laTIead of Bay 12
C. WETLANDS:
13) Distance to Wetland 0-90m 12
{wetland * one acre in size) 90 -180 m 6
14) Knoll or swwamp island 32
D. VALLEY EDGE and GLACIAL
LAND FORMS:
15) High elevated landform such as Knoll 12
Top/Ridge Crest! Promontory
16) Valley edge features such as Kame/Outwash 12 LB B
Terrace**

Other Comments :

0-31 = Archeologically Non- Sensitive
32+ = Archeologically Sensitive
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Developrtent, Division for Historic Preservation | DigitalGlobe
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* General result is that hearing/project is recessed until archaeological
work is completed.

* After end-of-field or report submittal, VDHP provides comment letter
which may include conditions for site protection or further work.

* If consultant engaged prior to Act 250 application submittal, VDHP
would provide comment letter concurring with recommendations.

* Hopefully, high degree of consultation concerning scope, findings, and
any next steps has occurred before application submittal.
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Section 248

* More judicial process flow using lawyers once Certificate of Public
Good petition is filed.

 Larger range of options depending on project type and size.

* VDHP/consultant testimony forms basis for historic site
determination.

* For projects that need archaeological work, more likely than Act 250
to have conditional comment letters or Memorandum of
Understanding stipulating archaeological review steps
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Solar Overview

House Bill 40:
55% renewable energy by 2017

75% renewable energy by 2032
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Solar Overview

In the last six months:

e More than 100 projects up to 150 kW

 More than 70 projects between 150 kW and 500 kW
At least 10 projects up to 5 Megawatt

e Much more to come...
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Solar Siting

High capacity transmission lines
Quality and accessibility of terrain
Local transmission capacity
Agricultural and conservation

Local regulations
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Solar Types and Sizing
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Solar Potential Impacts
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Redaction

Two Relevant Statutes:

Title 01 : General Provisions

Chapter 005 : Common Law; General Rights
Subchapter 003 : Access To Public Records

(20) Information that would reveal the location of archaeological sites

and underwater historic properties, except as provided in 22 V.S.A. §
761.
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http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/title/01
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/01/005

Title 22 : Libraries, History, And Information Technology

Chapter 014 : Historic Preservation

Subchapter 007 : Protection Of Archeological Information
§ 761. State archeologist; survey; protection of archeological sites

(a) The state historic preservation officer shall employ a state archeologist through the classified service who
shall conduct and maintain a survey of sites of archeological and anthropological specimens located within the
state. The state archaeologist shall make the survey available to agencies of the state government that, in his or
her opinion, may conduct activities which may affect these archaeological or anthropological sites.

(b) All information regarding the location of archeological sites and underwater historic properties shall be
confidential except that the state archeologist shall provide this information to qualified individuals or
organizations, public agencies and nonprofit organizations for archeological and scientific research or for
preservation and planning purposes when the state archeologist determines that the preservation of these

properties is not endangered. (Added 1975, No. 109, § 4; amended 1989, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 2; 1995, No.
46, § 45.)
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http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/title/22
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/22/014

* With near total reliance on digital documentation, VDHP will be
working to make sure site locational information does not get into the
public arena.

* For state regulated projects, archaeological site reports can end up in
the Act 250 database maintained by the NRB, or in project files stored
at the PSB or in the ANR 248 litigation files. These storage areas are
variously available for public access and downloading.
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What this means for you

e Consultants will need to bring up the need for redaction early on in
client discussions.

* Both un-redacted and redacted report versions will need to be
produced.

* This could begin even at the scoping or ARA level where background
site locational information could be provided to support conclusions
and need for additional work.
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ative American Site
VT-RU-667
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| Site VI-FR-356
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Figure 1. Map showing the location of the proposed Smith Property Solar Array Project. in
relation to archaeological sensitivity factors and known archaeological sites, Ferrisburgh. Addison
County. Vermont.
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 End of Field Letters also will need to be redacted.

 Un-redacted documents submitted to client will need statement,
minimally on cover page, not for public disclosure.

* Full reports, management statements, scopes-of-work, etc. submitted
to VDHP will be made available on ORC as soon as possible.

* We also need to be concerned about archaeological information
shown on engineering documents.

* Archaeological buffer zones without site number or sampling unit
references may be ok.
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* Federal Agencies such as FERC already have protocols for non-
disclosure of site sensitive information. Not necessarily implemented
In every case.

* VDHP will be working with federal and state partners to increase
awareness of this issue and establish best practices relative to
providing needed archaeological information in a manner that does
not compromise site integrity.
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Vermont Archaeological Inventory
and the Online Resource Center
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Log in to the ORC using your ID and Password

Visit www.orc.Vermont.gov and click Archaeologist Sign In. Use the provided Username and Password

to log in to the ORC.
To take advantage of the new VAI features of the ORC, you must have an Archaeologist Login

To request login, please visit www.orc.Vermont.gov and click “Contact Us.”

AGENCY OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT /\9.\ \FEI{NIONT

'
DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PREESERVATION Archaeologist Sign In _
Online Resource Center You are not signed-in.

Contact Us

7~~~ VERMONT
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http://www.orc.vermont.gov/
http://www.orc.vermont.gov/

Look for the VAI Resources Tab

AGENCY OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY DEVEL OPMENT 2 T /
7~ VERMONT

DIVISION FOR HISTORIGEEERESERVATION .
Sign Out

Online Resd@irce Center

Contact Us Home VAI Resources Application Management User Management

Online Resource Center Actions

County: | all ¥
Town: [All ¥ (Town - County)
FileType: [All v
DocumentType: |g._|| v
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There are many ways dig for information

AGENCY OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT /\’.\ \y." E RN,I O\ T

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION A .

Online Resource Center Hetlo[ ]

Contact Us Home VAL Resources

Vermont Archaeology Inventory Actions « == Search by keyword |

= Filter by Town
|
|

.
W Filter by a specific date range

} ‘e Filter results by a specific site number

\ 7; Slank Site Survey Form (pdi) A View and print a blank Site S“P‘.e'.'.

Vier for all \ QP
\\-\‘ shozolnben iy | Form in PDF Format
" the results ofithe | | a3 | SRR (A AT
fiter/search

Reset Filter Get a Map

T R p " W’)
ewtabbed layoutofthe record o,
LAAIO S S S A YA i £ iaX 1 p-

{1

- | —
‘ View and print the recard
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Site Number Search Box:

Site Number | oy

Entered By Search Box:

Reset Filter | 9 oy =
b wradl - Entered By: LNl
2 &3
Project Name | : 53 B
@ Donovan Stad V1-AD-0004 RGE
x {
Q
L
¥ Riversi(Shan] V1-AD-00 [RG} 8 ! o8t Bec
= A 4 Al ‘ .A R Accep
q Clear OK 1
= > -
Clear
Addison FERRISBURGH VT-AD-0002 Accep
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There are several options for viewing your query:

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Online Resource Center to [

Vermont Archaeology Inventory Actions «

Rosot Filter Get a Map Qe Viewa Map | Blank Site Survey Form (pdf)

| Tabbed Layout P~

— 0y

5 L)

» | -)&
View and printthe recard |[*

(L

-
.
tat
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Click the magnifying glass next to the record you would like to view:

et .’ =M

-

\‘,".'n" mrchaeoiogical Inventory
':' a‘s\' ‘ki. . . . 7“
! Click the magnifying glass to view the
' record in a tabbed layout |

After clicking the magnifying glass, you will be taken to a new page that displays the full record in a tabbed format for

your chosen project (you can only view information in this view)
*NOTE™* If you try to print from this layout, you will only print exactly what is shown on the screen. You will not print

tabs that are not open. This example is not a full record.
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AGENCY OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 2 i /
7~ VERMONT

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION r
Sign Out

Online Resource Center Hello yvonne.basque

Contact Us Home VAL Resources Application Management User Management

Vermont Archaeology Inventory Resource |/

Back

Town: EAST MONTPELIER Entered Date: 4/8/2016 Modified Date:
2/1/2005

County: Washington Site Type: Precontact - Open air - Entered By
Modified By:

Site Number: VT-WA-0001 Cultural Affiliation: Native American

Old Site Number: VT-WA-1
Site Mame: Cate Farm Site Date Site Found

Green Mountain National
Service Federal Site #: Not
Applicable

Green Mountain National
Service Site #: Not
Applicable

Green Mountain National

Service Old Reference #:
Not Applicable

Site Number used by
another Agency: Not

Applicable
Located By: Other - archival
USGS Quad: Located How: Archival
Easting: 503751 Date of Site Report 1/1/1970
Northing: 198149
Map Data Confidence Project Name State Archaeological Inventory
Permanent Datum Study Phase Mot applicable

Coordinates Mot applicable

Landowner Type: Private

Site Reporter Information | Site Finder Information | Land Owner Information

Site Reporter: William Haviland

_JeSS RObI nson Address 1: Depar‘tmert--:f Anthropology
. Address 2: University of Vermont
State ArChan|Og|St City: Burlington State: VT Zip Code:

Phone: EMail: Mot Applicable




Click the small Printer Icon next to the record you would like to view and print:

. - ot 1 - . "™ » CALVCT | S . )
| tate Archaeclogical Inventory Washingt EAST MONTPELIER

) s TS - ]
| Chckthe Printar icon to view the recordn 3

| Printer Friendly layout

After clicking the printer icon, you will be taken to a new page that displays the full record in a printer
friendly format for your chosen project.
*NOTE™* This example is not a full record.
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Print this page || Close

Printed from ORC.VERMONT.GOV

VERMONT ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY SITE SURVEY

Vermant Division for Historic Preservation 1 National Life Drive, Davis Bldg. 6th Floor Montpelier, Vermeont 056020-0501

Town : EAST MONTPELIER Received Entry Date : 4/8/2016 2:01 PM

County : Washington

Site Number : VT-WA-0001
GMNF # : Not Applicable
GMNF ICA # : Not Applicable

Other GMNF # ; Not Applicable

Site Name : Cate Farm Site

Site Type : Precontact - , Open air

Cultural Affiliation : Native American
Site Report Date : 1/1/1970

Located By : Other
archival

USGS Quad :

Site Reporter

Name : William Haviland

Address : Department of Anthropology
University of Vermont

City : Burlington

State : VT
ZIP code :
Phone :

EMail : Not Applicable

Site Found By
Name : Not Applicable
Adress : Not Applicable

City :
State : VT

Phone :

Project Name : State Archaeological Inventory

Study Phase : Not applicable
Sponsor(s) & Jurisdiction

Map Data Confidence
Easting : 503751

Northing ; 198149

Permanent Datum Easting :

Permanent Datum Northing :

Land Owner

Landowner Type Private

Name : Not applicable

Address : Not applicable

City :
State : VT
ZIP code
Phone

EMail : Mot applicable

Date Site Found :

Located How : Archival

ZIP code :

EMail : N/A




1. Click the VAI Resources Tab and Select Add VAI Site.

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Online Resource Center o cas dlon

- , : S /{ VAI Resources

Contat Us Home VAl Resources

Online Resource g i) e Actions =

2. The VAI Site Form will be displayed with the same fields that you are used to sesing. *Please Note* You must complete the form in one
sitting. There is no save this form option, so please do not close out of the form without hitting the Save & Print or Save & Close button
at the bottom of the page.

Add Site

v Fowe Sedoct *
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1. Click the Get a Map button above the display of records:

Vermont Archaeology Inventory Actions v
County |;n_|| v
Town l,.:_n -
Received Entry Date | to

Site Number | a|l

[

Reset Filter Get a Map ) Click the Get a Map Blank Site Survey Form (pdf)
button to view

recordson a map

2. A new window will open and ask that you Agree to the Terms and Conditions of using the Interactive VT Map Tool.
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Welcome to the ORC Maptoool!

( Button Legend
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From the map, click on any site to get a snapshot of site data
Welcome to the ORC Map Tool

Welcome to the VAI Map Tool. Archaeological site locations are protected from public disclosure in Vermont State statute (1 VSA Chapter 5, Section 317 [20]) in order to protect these rare and irreplaceable cultural
resources. You have been granted access to this map tool through your acceptance of the terms in the Online Resource Center application. Misuse or unauthorized dissemination of the data contained herein will
result in the revocation of your access to the ORC.
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