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Environmental Review Sources Guide

DIRECTIONS: Below are instructions for completing the necessary Supporting Documentation for the U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Environmental Review (ER). Additional information regarding these compliance factors can be found at the HUD Exchange. All compliance documentation must be uploaded on the Supporting Documentation form in IntelliGrants. All results from the Supporting Documentation must be described in the corresponding ER checklists for Categorically Excluded subject to Part 58.5 and Environmental Assessment level projects.
Compliance Factors and Sources: 

	Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 
24 CFR §58.5
	Instructions for Completing the Supporting Documentation

	Historic Preservation 
 [36 CFR Part 800]
Source Site: §106 Preliminary Review Intake Form 
	· All projects must include the signed §106 Preliminary Review Intake Form from the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation. 
· If there is a potential for Historic Architectural or Archeological Properties to be affected, consultation from a qualified consultant is required. Please see the list of Vermont Community Development Program (VCDP) approved consultants.

	Floodplain Management 
[Executive Order 11988; 24 CFR Part 55]

Source Sites: FEMA Map Service Center; Steps on How to Make a Flood Map
	· All projects must include a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) floodplain map (FIRMette) with the project area delineated and uploaded as a pdf.
· Use the FIRMette to determine if the project area is within the 100-year floodplain, 500-year floodplain, or floodway.  Then discuss the flood zone in the Floodplain Management section of the checklist. 
NOTE: For some Scattered Site housing projects, under Part §55.12 (b)(2) projects that include only minor repairs on 1-4 family properties in the 100-year floodplain are exempt from the 8-step process. If the project is found in the 100-year floodplain, an 8-step process (which includes two public notices) must be completed. For projects that include a critical facility located in the 100-year or 500-year floodplain, an 8-step is required. For projects that are located in the floodway, HUD funding cannot be used unless the project involves an activity such as stream bank restoration or the structure/development is not located in the floodway. 

	Wetland Protection 
[Executive Order 11990; 3 CFR, §§ 2, 5]

Source Sites: Wetlands Mapper;
Conduct Site Visit; Steps on How to Make a Wetlands Map

	· Use the Wetlands Mapper to create a wetlands map. This map must include the delineation of the project area. 
· Every project must include a site visit, as not all wetlands are mapped. All wetlands, even if they are not mapped, are protected.
· Impacts, potential impacts, or avoidance of impacts to wetlands within or adjacent to the actual project area must be addressed within the checklist.
· If wetlands are identified, the Wetlands Program must be consulted for further guidance. In addition, if wetlands on or adjacent to the site, or their buffers, have a potential to be impacted, an 8-step process must be completed. This process includes an analysis of alternatives, the proposed action, and two public notices. 

	Coastal Zone Management Act  
[16 U.S.C. 1451, §§ 307(c), (d)]
	NA—Vermont is not located near a coastal zone.

	Water Quality - Source Aquifers 
[40 CFR Part 149]
	NA—Vermont does not have any designated sole source aquifers.

	Endangered Species Act
[50 CFR Part 402]

Source Sites: Information, Planning, and Conservation System (IPaC);
Steps on How to Request an Official Species List
	· An Official Species List from US Fish and Wildlife Service is required for all projects. 
· If the Official Species List identifies potential for any threatened or endangered species to be present, excluding bats, please consult with Jodi Shippee. If threatened or endangered bats are identified as a potential to occur in the project area or are potentially impacted by the project activities, please consult with either Scott Darling or Alyssa Bennett to receive additional guidance. All information must be uploaded and described in the checklist. 

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
 [16 U.S.C. 1271, §§ 7(b), (c)]
	NA—Vermont currently does not have any designated wild and scenic rivers; however, the Upper Missisquoi and Trout Rivers are in the process of being designated. Stay tuned!


	Air Quality 

[Clean Air Act, Section 176 (c)(d),  40 CFR Parts 6, 51, 93]
	NA—According to the Air Pollution Control Division of the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation, Vermont has no “non-attainment” or “maintenance areas.”

	Farmland Protection 
[7 CFR Part 658]

Source Sites: Web Soil Survey;
Steps on How to Make a Soils Report
	· A soils report is required for all projects. If farmland of statewide or local importance, prime, or unique farmland soils is identified within the project area, this must be addressed in the Farmland Protection section of the checklist. 
· Evaluate if the project activities are taking place in previously disturbed soils. If not, you must complete the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating AD-1006 form and submit it to Thomas Villars, Natural Resources Conservation Service. If the project activities only include a water or sewer line, a Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor Type Projects Form should be submitted to Thomas Villars. All rationale and explanation must be included in the checklist. 
NOTE:  Generally, projects within an urbanized, previously disturbed, or occupied property are categorically exempt, even if it sits on prime agriculture soils. Please refer to USDA 523.10B (starts on page 6).

	Man-Made Hazards Thermal/Explosives

[24 CFR Part 51, Subpart C]

Source Sites: NEPAssist, ASD Calculator, Site Visits, ASD User Guide, Steps on How to Make a NEPAssist Report, pages 8-9
	· This regulation is triggered when there is an increase in people demonstrated by either the congregation of people or an increase in occupancy. This regulation focuses on the presence of conventional fuels or chemicals of an explosive or flammable nature (most commonly propane tanks) that have the potential to impact people or buildings associated with the project.

· This is a complicated regulation to satisfy because a database that records the presence of above-ground storage tanks does not exist. Therefore, a site visit is required. Please refer to the guidance documentation for detailed directions.

· In addition to a site visit, use NEPAssist to create a NEPAssist report and identify possible Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA) sites. If tanks of hazardous or explosive materials greater than 100 gallons are found, you must calculate the Acceptable Separation Distance (ASD). If your project is within the ASD, mitigation must take place.

	Noise 
[24 CFR Part 51, Subpart B]

Source Sites: Site DNL Calculator;
 2014 VTrans Traffic Data; Steps on How to Calculate Noise Levels
	· All projects require current noise level calculations. 
· For new construction projects in high noise areas, noise mitigation measures must be incorporated. 
· In addition to vehicles, railroads and airports must be considered if found within 3,000 feet or 15 miles, respectively.

	Airport Clear Zones
[24 CFR Part 51, Subpart D]

Source Sites: FAA;
Burlington International Airport Noise Contours
	· There are only two Part 139-Certified airports in Vermont: Burlington International and Rutland-Southern Vermont Regional Airport. There are no military airports in Vermont. 
· Locate your project site in publicly available maps (Google, Bing, MapQuest, etc.), and map the distance from the project area to both Part 139-Certified airports. Upload this map to the Supporting Documentation page in IntelliGrants.
· If the subject property is located within 2,500 feet from the end of the runways of either Part 139-Certified airport then the project area falls within the Accidental Potential Zone (APZ), or Runway Protection Zone/Clear Zone. 
· Follow the guidelines for APZ to address HUD requirements (see APZ Fact Sheet). All documentation must be uploaded and discussed in the ER.

	Toxic Sites

[24CFR Part 58, Section 5(i)(2)]

Source Sites: Phase I ESA; NEPAssist; Steps on How to Make a NEPAssist Report; Lead; Asbestos; Mold; Choosing an Environmentally Safe Site
	· All projects that involve multi-family residences, non-residential properties (such as commercial properties, a municipal property like a town hall, vacant land), or acquisition requires completion of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA), completed in accordance with ASTM E 1527-13. However, we encourage Phase I ESAs be completed for all projects, if possible.  This must be completed be an environmental consultant. If your project is granted, this is a reimbursable activity as long as appropriate procurement requirements were followed. For questions regarding procurement, please contact Ray Marzbani.
· If Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) are identified in the Phase I ESA, a Phase II ESA is necessary. If contamination is present, a clean-up plan, typically a Corrective Action Plan (CAP), is required.
· It is very important to determine if toxic contamination is impacting the subject property. Creation of these reports takes time and can slow a project down. In addition, Phase I ESAs have a shelf life. The clock starts from the site visit for the Phase I ESA and ends by the submission date for HUD funding. If the Phase I ESA was conducted greater than 180 days but within a one-year period, an updated Phase I ESA is required. If it has been greater than one year, a new Phase I ESA is required.
· If a Phase I ESA was not required or completed, please create a NEPAssist report. (This is not necessary if there is a Phase I ESA.) The Toxic Sites section of the checklist should address the findings of the NEPAssist report and/or the Phase I/II ESA/CAPs, and must also include information with respect to lead, asbestos, and mold.
· Lead based paint may be present in buildings built prior to 1978. By HUD standards, required abatement of lead is dependent on the dollar value of the project.
· EPA requires the removal of friable asbestos before demolition, renovation, or rehab. HUD does not consider minor repairs as falling under one of these categories. The threshold for removal and abatement is triggered by the project activity. 
· For mold, a visual inspection must be performed and can be completed by anyone. HUD requires that all dwelling units and common areas must have proper ventilation and be free of mold. If any mold is discovered, abatement will be required. 
· Documentation of lead, asbestos, and mold must be uploaded and discussed in the ER.

	Environmental Justice

[Executive Order 12898]

Source Sites: EJView; Steps on How to Make an Environmental Justice ACS Summary Report
	· Create an Environmental Justice ACS Summary Report and include it in the Supporting Documentation

· For this regulation, assess if the project creates any adverse environmental impacts. If so, determine if these impacts are disproportionally affecting low/moderate income individuals and/or minority populations. If so, your project has an Environmental Justice issue. 
· If no adverse environmental impacts or potential EJ issues, please include a statement in the ER. 

	Flood Insurance

[42 U.S.C. 4012a]

Source Sites: FEMA Flood Map Service Center; HUD Exchange-Flood Insurance
	· If located in the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) - 100-year floodplain, please provide proof of flood insurance on the Supporting Documentation page in IntelliGrants.
· If flood insurance is not required upload the FIRMette that includes an outline of the project area, and is saved as a pdf, to the Supporting Documentation page in IntelliGrants. The panel number, map number, flood zone, and the effective date must be included in the checklist.


	Coastal Barrier

[16 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.]
	NA—Vermont is not located near a coastal zone.

	Radon
[24 C.F.R. 58.5(i)(2)] 
Source Sites: HUD Multifamily Radon Policy

	· For projects that include structures, a radon test is required, unless the activity only involves minor rehabilitation. Please note, completing a radon test to determine radon levels is highly encouraged. Tests that indicate elevated radon levels, 4.0 picocuries per liter or higher, a radon mitigation system must be installed. Radon tests must be completed by a Radon Professional and expire after 1 year. 
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